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ABOUT SUMMIT WABOUT SUMMIT WAATERTER
We are a member owned, “not-for-profit” corporation,
“Group A” water system (State of Washington
Department of Health identification #85050V).  The
services of the corporation are provided to the residents,
businesses, public entities and other organizations
located in the greater Summit/Waller area of Pierce
County.  There are approximately 4,950 members.
The corporation’s articles of incorporation and By-
laws along with federal, state and local regulations
govern the operation of the company.

The Board of Directors meet twice a month and receives
member comments. Summit Water will be glad to
provide you additional information about water quality,
and you may write, call, e-mail, or drop by at 9701
50th Ave. East,  Tacoma, W,  98446-5444, (253-537-
7781), service@summitwater.org. For more information
about the health effects of the listed contaminants in
the material provided in this report, call  the
Environmental Protection Agency hotline at (800)
426-4791.

2006 Consumer Confidence Report2006 Consumer Confidence Report
SSummit ummit WWater & Sater & Supply Companyupply Company

Safe, Clean Water - Today & Tomorrow
DRINKING WDRINKING WAATER QUALITTER QUALITYY
This is the 8th report describing Summit Water &
Supply's (Summit Water) drinking water sources,
quality testing, and programs that protect the quality
of the water supply. This publication conforms to a
federal regulation requiring water utilities to provide
this information annually.  The last report was provided
to the members and customers in June of 2006.  The
report format may look the same as prior reports.
There is specific information and statements required
by statute. This report covers the year 2006.  The
report’s due date for delivery to every consumer of
water delivered by the Summit Water system is July 1
of each year.

The United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and the Washington Health Department's
Drinking Water Program Division (DOH) are the
agencies responsible for establishing drinking water
quality standards.  To ensure your tap water is safe to
drink, EPA and DOH prescribe regulations stating

continued on next page

Our last test reports for Radionuclides
indicate there is not a trace of Alpha or
Beta particles in your water. Total water
pumped from Summit Water’s source wells
was 388 million gallons for 2006 with an
additional 329 million gallons purchased
by wholesale agreement from Lakewood
Water District and wheeled (supplied) to
Summit Water through Parkland Water’s
system.  This supply is through an inter-
tie in the southwesterly area of the system.
All samples taken at our source wells tested
below the minimum levels acceptable to
the EPA. Wells are also the source of water

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of
a  contaminant  that  i s  a l lowed in dr inking water.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known
or expected risk to health.
Treatment Technique: If a contaminant exceeds the maximum
contaminant level, EPA may require the water system to use
a treatment technique. A treatment technique is a required
process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in
drinking water.

I m p o r t a n t  D e f i n i t i o n sI m p o r t a n t D e f i n i t i o n s

Action Levels: An Action Level is the concentration of a
contaminant, which triggers treatment or other requirements,
which a water system must follow.
Part per million; Part per billion: One part per million is
the equivalent of a dissolved aspirin tablet in a full bathtub of
water (approximately 50 gallons). One part per billion is
equivalent to a dissolved aspirin tablet in 1,000 bathtubs of
water (approximately 50,000 gallons).

M e a s u r e m e n t sM e a s u r e m e n t s
Water is sampled and tested throughout the year.  Contaminants are measured in parts per: million (ppm), billion (ppb), trillion
(ppt) and even parts per quadrillion (ppq).

The Chlorine residual is maintained throughout the distribution
system, and sampling is performed daily to ensure the water
has the recommended residual. Certified personnel monitor
the chemical addition to the water at the well sites. They also
perform on-site tests and collect samples including, but not
limited to, the following:

All new construction and repair work performed on the water
system infrastructure is treated with chlorine. The water is
tested for water purity, by a state approved laboratory, prior
to these facilities providing water to you the consumer.

EPA states, “The sources of drinking water (both tap water and
bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs,
springs, and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land
or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals
and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances
resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.

O t h e r  T h i n g s  T o  K n o wO t h e r T h i n g s T o K n o w

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
• Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which
may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural
livestock operations, and wildlife.
• Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be
naturally-occurring or result from urban storm water runoff,
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production,
mining, or farming.
• Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of
sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and
residential uses.
• Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile
organic chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial processes
and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations,
urban storm water runoff, and septic systems.
• Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or
be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes
regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in
water provided by public water systems. Food and Drug
Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in
bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public
health.”

the blending of the two water sources
changes.

With the adoption of the Water Use
Efficiency Rule, municipal water suppliers
are required to maintain their distribution
system leakage at or less than 10% of their
production.  Systems not in compliance
with the leakage standard will be required
to develop and implement a water loss
control action plan, which identifies the
steps and timelines for reducing the leakage.
In 2006, Summit Water’s unaccounted for
water loss was below the 10% threshold.

for the Parkland system. Parkland maintains
a higher level of chlorine residual on their
system, and they add fluoride to the water.
The blending of the water supplies from
the two water systems results in water
characteristics, which are not uniform
throughout the Summit Water distribution
system.  This is most noticeable in the
Waller Road area.

A map which is posted on our website may
be accessed to determine the possible
fluoride level in the water near your
location.  It is updated seasonally when

Daily Chlorine residuals, pH, and temperature.
Semi-Monthly Bacteria (total coli form).
Annually Nitrates
EPA directed Inorganic, volatile organic contaminants,
(three year synthetic organic contaminants,
cycle) radioactivity, lead, copper and Arsenic
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In
 2006, system

 source w
ater w

as supplied by five (5) w
ells at four (4) differen

t
w

ell sites located w
ithin the service area.  Sum

m
it W

ater also has an inter-tie w
ith

Parklan
d L

ight &
 W

ater providin
g w

ater to our system
.  In

 2006, this in
ter-tie

supplied Sum
m

it W
ater w

ith approxim
ately 46%

 (329 m
illion gallons) of our source

w
ater.  T

his w
as about 3%

 low
er than

 the in
ter-tie source w

ater from
 2005. T

he
curren

t con
tract lim

it for the tran
sfer of w

ater is for 1.2 m
illion

 gallon
s per day.

T
he contract is a three party contract, w

ith the w
ater supplied by L

akew
ood W

ater
D

istrict, an
d pipe capacity is “ren

ted” from
 Parklan

d W
ater to get the w

ater to
Su

m
m

it from
 L

akew
ood

.  T
h

ree in
ter-ties to oth

er w
ater pu

rveyors exist for
em

ergency purposes.
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T
rihalom

ethan
es (T

H
M

s) are a fam
ily of chem

icals form
ed w

hen
 a disin

fectan
t

such as chlorin
e is added to the w

ater supply.  D
isin

fection
 is an

 im
portan

t an
d

necessary step in the supply of tap w
ater, to protect against harm

ful bacteria and
other living organism

s that m
ay contam

inate the w
ater.  C

hlorine is the m
ost w

idely
used and approved disinfectant in the U

nited States.  Sum
m

it W
ater uses chlorine

in a gaseous form
, for the disinfection of the w

ater supply.  T
here are no contam

inates
of the w

ater supply com
in

g from
 the w

ells.   T
he prim

ary purpose for chlorin
e

addition
 is for poten

tial con
tam

in
ation

 of the w
ater distribution

 system
 (w

ater
m

ains) up to your m
eter.

T
he am

oun
t of T

H
M

s allow
ed in

 drin
kin

g w
ater is regulated by the E

PA
, w

hich
h

as set an
 an

n
ual average safe lim

it of T
H

M
s of 80 parts-per-billion

 (ppb) in
drinking w

ater.  R
esults of health study released in early 1998 suggest that w

om
en

w
ho drin

k five glasses of tap w
ater daily an

d are in
 their first three m

on
ths of

pregn
an

cy m
ay have an

 in
crease risk of m

iscarriage from
 levels of T

H
M

s greater
than 75 ppb in drinking w

ater. T
he w

ater supplied by Sum
m

it W
ater w

as less than
5%

 of the safe annual average.
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the allow
able lim

it for specific contam
inants the w

ater m
ay contain.  W

e m
ake

an effort to balance your "right to know
" against the sheer volum

e of inform
ation

that w
e can provide. O

ur w
ebsite provides a m

ethod to get inform
ation out in

a cost effective w
ay.

Sum
m

it W
ater goes beyond w

hat is required by these agencies to provide quality
w

ater to your hom
e or business, through increased m

onitoring and placing into
practice protection m

ethods that further reduce the risk of contam
ination.

W
ater quality m

on
itorin

g reports are subm
itted, by Sum

m
it an

d also directly
from

 the testing laboratory, to the D
O

H
 w

ho then provides the inform
ation to

the E
PA

.  T
he agencies verify our com

pliance w
ith the m

any regulatory standards
and testing protocols required to assure safe drinking w

ater. For this reporting
period in

 2006, th
e w

ater w
e provided m

et th
e establish

ed w
ater qu

ality
standards.
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s listed below
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ere detected in the P
arkland L

ight &
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ater C
om

pany w
ater during the last test cycle. N

ot listed are
those volatile organic chem

icals, synthetic organic chem
icals and herbicides that w

ere not detected.
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For a com
plete copy of Parklan

d’s C
C

R
, please call th

e Sum
m

it W
ater office at (253) 537-7781 (or see Parklan

d’s w
ebsite:

http://w
w

w
.plw

.coop/)

N
O

T
E

: T
he laboratory results of sam

ples for A
rsenic taken on our system

 do not indicate the existence of arsenic. T
he laboratory tests

to the standards established by the E
PA

, and therefore reported the levels to be less than 2ppb that is the low
est level they can test for.

*     Source not in use
**   

D
ue to the addition of Sodium

 H
ydroxide, the Sodium

 content m
ay increase to as high as 50ppm
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D
rinking w

ater, including bottled w
ater, m

ay
reason

ably be expected to con
tain

 at least
sm

all am
oun

ts of som
e con

tam
in

an
ts. T

he
presence of contam

inants does not necessarily
indicate that w

ater poses a health risk.  M
ore

in
fo
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atio

n
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o

u
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n
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ts 

an
d

poten
tial health effects can

 be obtain
ed by

calling the E
PA

's H
otline: (1-800-426-4791)
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For the past 12 years, Sum

m
it W

ater &
Su

p
p

ly h
as b

een
 in
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e p

ro
cess o

f
im

plem
en
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g an

d establishin
g a cross-
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n

n
ectio

n
 

co
n

tro
l 

p
ro

gram
. T

h
is

program
 m

eets the state cross-connection
control regulations. W

e continue to w
ork

closely w
ith the health departm

en
t an

d
the property ow

ners in our w
ellhead areas

so that everyone w
orks tow

ard protecting
th

is 
reso

u
rce. 
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e d
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p
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P

ierce C
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ealth D
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ent.
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Som
e people m

ay be m
ore vulnerable to

contam
inants in drinking w

ater than the
g

en
eral 

p
o

p
u

latio
n
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p
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d
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ith H
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/A
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S or
oth

er im
m

u
n

e system
 disorders, som

e
elderly, and infants can be particularly at
risk from

 infections.  T
hese people should

seek advice about drin
kin

g w
ater from

their health care providers.  E
PA

 and the
fed

eral C
en

ters for D
isease C

on
trol

(C
D

C
) guidelines on appropriate m

eans
to

 
lessen

 
th

e 
risk

 
o

f 
in

fectio
n

 
b
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C

ryptosporidiu
m

 an
d oth

er m
icrobial

contam
inants are available from

 the E
PA

's
Safe D

rinking W
ater H

otline (1-800-426-
4791) betw

een
 the hours of 6 a.m

. an
d

2 p.m
. Pacific T

im
e.
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Sum
m

it W
ater collected approxim

ately 290 w
ater sam

ples in
2006 from

 the sources an
d throughout the w

ater system
.  A

certified laboratory conducted the analyses on those sam
ples.

T
h

e resu
lts are o

n
 file w

ith
 th

e W
ash

in
gto

n
 H

ealth
D

epartm
ent's D

rinking W
ater Program

 O
ffice and the E

PA
.

T
h

e testin
g of th

e sou
rces of su

p
p

ly for th
e regu

lated

contam
inate substances indicated that the contam

inate levels
are below

 the M
axim

um
 C

ontam
inate Level G

oals as established
by the E

PA
.

T
he item

s listed below
 w

ere detected in our w
ater during the

2006 sam
pling period.  A

ll are below
 the levels allow

ed by the
agencies. N

ot listed are other potential contam
inates that w

ere
not detected in any of our tests.


